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the election is nine weeks away but bill clinton is campaigning as if there were no tomorrow today clinton 
targeted the south and he took aim at george bush as well warning that the president would cut health care 
benefits nbc's john dancy has more clinton told a group of the elderly today that bush's promised but vague 
budget cuts would come out of their pockets if you're a millionaire his budget gives you a capital gains cut 
that will generate five hundred thousand dollars over the next five years but if you're one of 30 million 
americans who depend on medicare his budget makes you two thousand dollars poorer over the next five 
years clinton based his figures on the white house budget director's so-called mid-session review of the 
budget which spells out possible ways to cut the deficit skyrocketing government costs for medicare and 
medicaid are a problem for both candidates clinton says he would cut them by bringing down the price of 
health care generally while bush wants to limit medicare growth to the rate of inflation in effect that would be 
a cut since medicare payments are growing faster than inflation bush has declined to endorse the cut 
suggested by his budget director that didn't stop clinton using the document the new budget has the 
unkindest cut of all it cuts benefits to disabled veterans by 10.3 billion dollars over the next four years that 
would slash benefits completely for 1.2 million disabled veterans clinton also has gone on the air with a new 
television ad that attacks bush but only indirectly and that's what we need now change real solutions bill 
clinton has an economic plan to rebuild america clinton jumped into national television first bush has not yet 
started running tv commercials by going on the attack so early clinton hopes to define himself for the voters 
and at the same time cast doubt on george bush it's the same thing bush did to mike dukakis in 1988 john 
dancy nbc news with the clinton campaign in macon georgia petition of a different sort was filed 
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petition of a different sort was filed in mississippi today to put ross perot's name on the ballot 44 states have 
done so already but wait a minute didn't ross perot drop out of the race as nbc's lisa meyer reports it's hard 
to say [Music] and getting the message out that that that ross is alive and well and still kicking you are not 
having a flashback this week perot's diehard volunteers in california are rounding up the faithful encouraged 
by what they perceive as signals that perot may be a candidate after all i say to anyone who believed in perot 
before that there's still hope only seven weeks ago perot dropped out of the race saying that was best for the 
country i believe it would be disruptive for us to continue our program so therefore i will not become a 
candidate but in the last three weeks still stinging from being branded a quitter perrault has changed his tune 
first perot opened the door to re-entering the race if bush and clinton don't deal honestly with tough issues i 
wouldn't have a choice but surely surely one or both parties will wake up sooner or later then in a letter perot 
asked that his name be placed on the california ballot writing i am a candidate this week he wrote a 
newspaper article denouncing both parties and rehashing his campaign rhetoric what's more since he 
dropped out perrault has spent about 3 million dollars for offices around the country even hiring workers in 
new york to help get him on the ballot even if he does nothing perot may win 5 of the vote in november as a 
protest vote i'd be willing to vote for mickey mouse if he were the third man on the ballot if perrault reenters 


the race some say he could win up to 10 percent of the vote and throw the electoral map into chaos i see 
ross perot as the benedict arnold of 1992 that is the person who was really the traitor to this presidential 
process if he gets 
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to this presidential process if he gets back in i think that it's just destructive no one can predict ross perot but 
those who know him say that if he makes a move it probably would come in october and be done to inflict 
maximum damage on george bush lisa myers nbc news washington eric lee substituting tonight deborah 
roberts good evening with 59 days to go before the election a new poll out tonight has bill clinton continuing 
to lead george bush but not by much in the time cnn survey clinton is ahead of the president by a margin of 
46 to 40. not much breathing room and no time for a holiday as both candidates were running hard today 
john cochran is with the president john dancy is with clinton we begin with john cochran the big labor day 
weekend when presidential candidates traditionally talk about jobs but the government's own figures had 
given the president a terrible send-off 167 000 jobs lost last month just gone so when bush started the day in 
ohio you could hardly blame him for wanting to talk about health care this year you watch health care is 
going to be a republican issue actually the bush campaign thinks health care is bill clinton's issue at the 
moment because unlike bush's plan clinton's proposal would cover everyone so bush is trying to neutralize 
clinton's advantage by making it a jobs and taxes issue the clinton plan is called play or pay player pay will 
leave a lot of small businesses those we are counting on to lead the recovery we need so desperately with 
two crummy options cut workers wages to pay for mandated health care or fire some workers and use the 
savings to cover the rest later in rain drenched north carolina the president still wasn't talking about those 
jobs that disappeared last month instead bush looked for ways to go on the offensive such as attacking 
clinton's 
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such as attacking clinton's environmental record even though an environmental group the sierra club just 
endorsed clinton polls show voters believe the economy is by far the big issue in the campaign the president 
is trying to portray the campaign as a fight between a conservative and a liberal and i'll tell you what the 
major issue is in this campaign the major question in this campaign is this i believe that the government is 
too big and spends too much and taxes too much and the other side wants to tax more and spend more as 
bush looks past labor day his aides believe he is about 10 points behind in the polls not good but far from 
hopeless john cochran nbc news hendersonville north carolina [Applause] clinton quickly fired back at bush 
arguing that the government must force the healthcare industry to provide lower-cost care he denied it would 
mean higher taxes most businesses are going to have their taxes or their health care payments go down 
because of our system not up this is going to save most employers and employees a ton of money over the 
next decade it was exactly the sort of issues debate clinton has been saying he wants clinton took his 
campaign to south carolina today a state where he is running behind bush by four to five points according to 
campaign officials one aide said south carolina is tough but we'll go there and see what happens an example 
of how tough as clinton spoke a light plane flew overhead trailing an anti-clinton banner clinton campaign 
officials hope they can peel off one or two of the southern states that have voted republican in the last few 
presidential elections possibly georgia and north carolina clinton stops today and tomorrow at the darlington 
500 race are both technically in south carolina 
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are both technically in south carolina but close enough to north carolina to get media coverage there his 
message here emphasized change seize the future take a different course lift your country up vote for your 
children and on november 3rd we can have the america the american people deserve thank you and god 
bless you thank you clinton's message fundamentally is the economy is lousy so it's time for a change but 
that's a tough sell here in south carolina which has been successful in attracting new industry it's one of the 
reasons clinton is running behind here john dansy nbc news with the clinton campaign in columbia south 


carolina and tomorrow evening tom brokaw will talk with both bill clinton and george bush as nbc news looks 
ahead to the fall campaign on the broker report at 7 eastern time now what about the other half of the bush 
ticket well dan quayle was in the south today in darlington south carolina which happens to be where bill 
clinton will be campaigning tomorrow good evening the political hardball season is about to begin for the next 
58 days the presidential candidates and the country will be swept up in a battle for the oval office today 
george bush and bill clinton were hard at work in the south and the midwest in washington lisa myers charts 
the fall campaign lisa deborah there are two certainties about this race first that the top three issues will be 
the economy the economy and the economy second that this will be the nastiest presidential campaign in 
many thank you very years bill clinton got a reminder today in south carolina that despite his current 10 to 13 
point lead in the polls the toughest days lie ahead much of clinton's support is soft even though many voters 
remain angry with president bush they still aren't sold on clinton the fact that neither candidate is wildly 
popular is a big reason there's been so much name calling he is a great fear-monger that's the same guy that 
paul tsongas 
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that's the same guy that paul tsongas called the pander bear he's personally untrustworthy how can we trust 
him will governor clinton say anything to anybody please elect me to keep the integrity and honor of that 
white house it's tough to see how this can escalate but it will the clinton strategy is to portray bush as a do- 
nothing president who lied about taxes and who wants to hurt sick old people so that more millionaires can 
have vacation homes he puts wealthy special interests first i put people first that's a fundamental difference 
the bush strategy is to portray clinton as a slick-talking draft dodger who would tax and spend the country 
into an economic disaster it will cut spending and then will cut taxes and they want to increase spending and 
increase taxes and that is the big difference right now this race is a referendum on george bush for him to 
make a comeback he first must find a way to change voters negative attitudes toward him and that won't be 
easy the president needs to project his own vision of america and how we get there in a way that is 
reassuring to people who are concerned about tomorrow's jobs if he does that then his advantage over bill 
clinton on yesterday's values will be telling and clinton's character question may deliver the election to bush 
today at a polish festival in illinois bush was working on his most immediate priority persuading voters that he 
does have a comprehensive economic plan and a domestic agenda for the next four years meanwhile 
governor clinton will continue to promote his plan to attack what he calls the president's failed record and the 
vagueness of the president's latest proposals ultimately the outcome may hinge on who succeeds in framing 
the debate clinton says the issue is change can you afford four more years of george bush do we want more 
of the same or do we want change bush says the issue is who can you trust people do trust the president 
and we 
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people do trust the president and we think that governor clinton will not compare very favorably with him 
most believe this election will be close and be decided late bill clinton clearly is the favorite but not enough of 
one to start measuring the white house for drapes deborah bill clinton and george bush tonight on the broker 
report immediately following this broadcast both candidates are well aware there are parallels between this 
campaign and 144 years ago some of the rhetoric is almost identical nbc's tom pettitt the election of 1948 
truman called it the greatest campaign any president ever made thousands of miles by train whistle stopping 
the nation it produced a famous battle cry all right i'm doing it give him hell harry blasted the republican 
congress give the republicans complete control of this government you might just as well turn it over to the 
special interests and we'll start on a boom and bust cycle and try to go through just what we did in the 20s 
truman's surprise victory in 1948 inspired george bush in 1992 harry truman knew the freedom i know this 
evening the freedom to talk about what's right for america and let the chips fall where they may of all the 
whoppers i heard last night the biggest one wasn't even about me it came at the end when mr bush 
compared himself to harry truman democrats are furious that bush is trying to use a democrat as a role 
model i accept the nomination truman was so far behind that pollsters stopped taking more polls but he 


persisted slashing at congress foreshadowing bush's major tactic today in chicago we've got to change the 
congress we've got to clean the house just for the record harry truman was not a republican harry truman 
had a sign on his desk in the oval office it said the buck stops here 
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the buck stops here mr bush had a similar sign on his this it would say don't blame me i'm just the president i 
am going to do what harry truman did in this campaign no it's not give him hell they're going to think it's hell 
when i get through with them but the irony is obvious bush who comes from a wealthy family and has the 
best resume of anyone emulating a man who started out selling men's clothing what would truman think of all 
this oh he's got a great kick out of that he thinks that was wonderful he'd love it especially in the circus 
truman's daughter margaret looking back at 1948 wrote a newspaper column declaring that she knew harry 
truman and george bush is no harry truman but certainly bush wants to win the way truman did tom pettitt 
nbc news washington good evening they've been at each other for most of the summer but labor day still 
marks the traditional kickoff for the fall presidential campaign and as george bush and bill clinton 
concentrated today on the midwestern battleground the latest nbc news poll shows a tightening race this 
survey of a thousand eight voters over the labor day weekend has clinton in front by nine points but that's 
half his lead from three weeks ago the president was in michigan and wisconsin today clinton in missouri and 
ohio nbc's john cochran begins our coverage tonight with the president in michigan today may have been the 
traditional start of the campaign but the president has been running hard since the republican convention 
cutting clinton's lead but not as much as bush had hoped he spent today in midwestern states which could 
go either way come november ending the day outside detroit with a pitch to a mostly enthusiastic crowd of 
polish descent but secret service agents got nervous when someone friend or foe tossed broccoli at the 
bushes bush's day began with a brisk walk across michigan's mackinac bridge which the clinton campaign 
quickly noted 


00:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=g5xk32P807w&t=961s 





which the clinton campaign quickly noted was built with steel from a plant that shut down this year bad times 
have forced bush to work hard trying to hang on the former democrats who started voting republican 12 
years ago for ronald reagan in wisconsin bush tried to sell himself as a clone of a democratic folk hero harry 
truman ran a small business he knew what it was to meet a payroll to work for a living in the private sector 
and so do i bush then came close to pointing to bill clinton's draft record and harry truman wanted to join the 
military and fight for his country and so do i and i did [Applause] and harry truman ran in as an underdog just 
as i am and he liked it and so do i bush's bottom line message bill clinton is no harry truman harry truman 
was a man of decisiveness not equivocation he'd find little in common with the governor clinton a man who 
hedges or ducks on almost every tough issue it was an odd kind of negative campaigning a republican 
accusing one democrat of not acting like another democrat but bush had to admit that in 1948 he voted 
against harry truman because says bush truman was for big government and barbara bush went further 
today saying the country would be in a heck of a lot better shape now if truman had lost in 1948 all of which 
seems to undercut bush's message today that he is just wild about harry tom thank you john cochran at the 
white house tonight as for bill clinton he was not about to let the legacy of his fellow democrats slip away 
without a truman claim of his own nbc's andrea mitchell begins her report tonight in independence missouri 
in harry truman's hometown in a key midwestern state bill clinton claimed that he not george bush is the true 
heir to truman's legacy 
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bush is the true heir to ttuman's legacy george bush cast his first vote against harry truman and he has spent 
four years fighting against everything that harry truman fought for clinton's strategy is to keep hammering 
away at bush's economic record rain or shine we've had 12 years of trickle down we can take 12 more 
minutes of it to turn our country around before you drown i want to tell you this one final thing and we're 
going to do what harry truman did for the next 57 days go across this country give him hell and make 


america what it ought to be again thank you in the new nbc news poll more people believe clinton will do a 
better job dealing with the economy than bush but the new poll also has troubling news for clinton voters now 
consider bush more trustworthy one reason may be that clinton has still not put to rest questions about his 
draft status during vietnam such as whether he knew that a relative had tried to get him out of the draft 
you've got a feeding frenzy on about something that even if it's true doesn't amount to hillary clinton i knew 
nothing about it i knew nothing about it and it does not affect the truth that i have told about the facts of the 
draft situation today he tried to change the subject from the draft to suggestions in newly released 
documents that bush may have known more than he has said about iran contra which if true would call into 
question not only the president's veracity but his support for illegal conduct but his chief defense is to take 
the offensive on the economy as he did with running mate al gore in ohio tonight clinton hopes to turn the 
trust issue around by persuading voters that bush cannot be trusted to revive the economy which paul's 
show is clinton's best issue andrea mitchell nbc news for the clinton campaign in missouri abc nightly news 
with tom brokaw reporting tonight from nbc news headquarters in new york to hear bill clinton and george 
bush today you'd never know that this country is more than 300 billion dollars in the red today they were 
promising big money for 
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today they were promising big money for key groups of voters we begin tonight with nbc's andrea mitchell 
who today covered governor clinton's new plans for jobs and small businesses andrea tom bill clinton tried to 
screen out everything but the economy today the issue that he believes can carry him to the white house at a 
packaging plant in connecticut that is partially owned by employees clinton detailed a five-year plan to 
restore the nation's lost manufacturing jobs such as in the auto industry when our people moved out of 
automobiles they moved into the unemployment lines and then by and large out of manufacturing because 
we did not have a strategy to maintain a constant effort to turn new ideas into new manufacturing jobs in the 
united states clinton's plan 150 manufacturing extension centers similar to what many states now provide for 
farmers to help businesses modernize permanent tax incentives for long-term investments a national 
program to boost exports i'm sick and tired of seeing the american people work harder than people in other 
countries and get less for it because we've got a dumb government policy and we're going to change it if you 
give me a chance to do it his ideas went over well with blue collar workers in hard press connecticut but how 
would he pay for all this clinton says his proposals would cost two and a half billion dollars a year it's about 
out of defense out of the ass raising taxes on the top two percent of the american people and out of the other 
budget cuts that we recommend aside from saying he'd save money from defense and government 
overhead clinton has been vague about specific budget cuts republicans charge that he cannot be trusted to 
deliver on all his promises clinton's strategy is to turn that charge back on bush you bet this election is about 
trust it's about who we can trust to run the economy for the middle class again we'll win that debate since 
clinton's strength in the polls is the economy republicans keep trying to change the subject bringing up his 
draft record as dan quayle did today every day there's a new question raised there's a new story a new angle 
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there's a new story a new angle and the bill clinton simply has not told all the facts clinton has been 
noticeably annoyed by questions about the draft issue his advisors call it a diversion it is certainly not part of 
their game plan which is to keep talking about jobs tom thanks andrew as for george bush well today he 
opened the federal wallet again and he came up with a new pitch for an important group of american voters 
nbc's john cochran tonight at the white house john tom the president was not officially on the campaign trail 
today but a president can do a lot for himself just by staying here a bush campaign aide has said the best 
politics is helping others and today bush asked congress for 7.6 billion dollars to aid the victims of hurricane 
andrew it's a large financial burden but the personal and human need is even more staggering the president 
said the aid will exceed the federal budget but no one who has seen the devastation of andrew will criticize 
bush for easing the burden of the homeless and hungry bush has been in a generous mood lately dispensing 
one billion dollars in export subsidies to wheat farmers only much later did his aides admit that what bush 
was giving would be more than offset by reductions in other farm programs appearing before aircraft workers 


bush won shares when he announced he was reversing a 10-year policy by permitting sales of f-16 fighter 
jets to taiwan bush is also on the verge of approving the sale of 72 f-15 jets to saudi arabia that's popular 
with aircraft workers in st louis not popular at all with supporters of israel today bush told the bene brit 
convention he hasn't made a final decision but bill clinton has my opponent the other day in st louis big 
headline said that he supported the sale the jewish audience felt bush supports the sale to the saudis too but 
i think he's further along in a decision-making uh process than he was able to speak about today bush tried 
his best to mend fences with 
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bush tried his best to mend fences with pro-israel supporters by saying he will fight for the 10 billion dollars in 
loan guarantees that he delayed last year i think he definitely was trying to get the jewish vote this morning i 
didn't think the speech went as far as i thought it could have another binay birth supporter said he accepts 
president bush's apologies for his past difficulties with jewish voters that benefit the member said he 
understand it's been a bad year for george bush no one has to explain that to the president that's why he like 
other presidents who have run into trouble has been forced to offer goodies or at the very least apologies this 
is nbc nightly news with tom brokaw reporting tonight from nbc news headquarters in new york good evening 
the economy the family congress george bush bill clinton they were all in play today as the presidential 
campaign continued its fast pace today the issue separating congressional democrats and president bush 
was family leave we have nbc's andrea mitchell tonight on the family leave issue john cochran on the 
continuing white house congress battle andrea if you'd begin please tom family leave is very popular with 
voters so it is no accident that democrats are preparing to pass it tomorrow now that we are in the final 
weeks of the campaign the legislation would give employees up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave a year to take 
care of a new baby a sick parent or spouse four years ago it was part of george bush's promise to be kinder 
and gentler we also need to assure that women don't have to worry about getting their jobs back after having 
a child or caring for a child during a serious illness but as president bush vetoed family leave saying it would 
place an unfair burden on businesses and earlier this week bush told tom brokaw he will veto it again i 
happen to think more mandates can raise costs and more costs to throw people out of work he says we can't 
afford it in america but 72 other nations have all of our major competitors do now the bill has an exemption 
for small business 
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bill has an exemption for small business i think you do have to have an example for small business 
companies with fewer than 50 employees would be exempt but phil rosenthal has 60 workers at his virginia 
collection agency and says he couldn't operate if any of them took extra time off it's almost impossible to run 
the business if that individual is not there or we have to keep the job open for months while this person takes 
us extended leave republican congresswoman marge raccoma learned the importance of caring for a sick 
child when her son was dying of leukemia i was free to take stay home and take care of him and i just think 
of the other working families who have a terminally ill child what do they do choose between their child and 
their job but like almost everything else family leave is now tied up in campaign politics the democratic 
majority in the congress is most concerned with how they can set up the president for another political hit 
because the president opposes a bill it doesn't mean that we should just fold up and go away so far 
democrats do not have the votes to override a veto so bush will probably be able to kill family leave clinton 
hopes it will hurt bush at the polls tom thank you andrea and now to nbc's john cochran who sizes up the 
president's strategy of using congress as a foil in this re-election campaign john tom george bush came into 
office almost four years ago offering congress his hand now he's offering the back of his hand bush said 
democrats are playing politics with the family leave bill and his economic package i've tried to stimulate this 
economy and they're rebuffed and i think the american people will see that clearly i don't think they see it yet 
but they will when we get through of course there's a lot of politics in this bush has told democrats privately 
his attacks are also just politics but is it good politics after the los angeles riots this spring bush decided 
voters wanted action not more of the blame game the president 
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not more of the blame game the president four months ago and now is the time for a bipartisan approach i 
think the american people are a little tired with this endless politics out there but bush's springtime flirtation 
with congress never turned into a summer romance if congress sends me a bill spending more than i ask for 
in my budget i will veto it fast a vigorous congress bashing strategy by the president with heavy use of the 
veto reinforces the notion of gridlock and suggests to voters that the better way to solve that problem may be 
to replace the president than to replace the congress today bush said well sometimes he and congress do 
cooperate we've gotten some things done we got a good program on the uh child care for example on the 
ada which is bringing the disabled into the mainstream but bush has been unable to show results yet on 
health care energy crime or most important of all the economy dan quayle says the way to beat gridlock is to 
vote for a president and a congress from the same party even if both are democrats quayle's idea of voting 
for any democrats at all went over like a lead balloon in the oval office the president says he has a better 
idea today he said he would invite newly elected democrats to the white house next year and tell them quote 
the heck with party let's get something done tom thank you john cochran at the white house tonight and while 
the economy is the paramount issue in this election changing welfare is also a major goal for both candidates 
and tonight nbc's lisa myers examined their differing approaches in atlanta today clinton outlined his program 
which would increase spending to help welfare recipients become self-sufficient he took a swipe at bush who 
failed to fully fund welfare job training programs they talk a lot about moving people from welfare to work but 
if you don't put the 
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welfare to work but if you don't put the money in there for training for education for child care for 
transportation and you don't do it in every county in america you cannot crack the welfare problem in return 
clinton would require welfare recipients to go to work after two years if they can't find a job a community 
service job would be provided and clinton would increase the incentive to work by helping the working poor 
indexing the minimum wage for inflation increasing the refundable earned income tax credit no one who does 
work and who has children in the home should live in poverty bush has never proposed a comprehensive 
program to change welfare but doesn't like clinton's is this any way to promote responsibility if we guarantee 
everyone a government job how can we reward initiative bush has proposed that welfare recipients be 
allowed to save up to ten thousand dollars before losing their benefits otherwise his contribution largely has 
been to expedite approval of state changes which often reduce benefits or penalize recipients some states 
are even going so far as to make a very tough call of saying to parents if you can't afford another child don't 
expect the taxpayer to pick up the added costs now these are tough choices clinton considers some of these 
state proposals too punitive he claims his program would cost six billion dollars a year however some experts 
put the tab at at least 7.5 billion plus no one knows how much for community service jobs just as governor 
clinton has underestimated the costs of his proposals the bush proposals overestimate the impact of the 
small changes being proposed both candidates see this issue as a way to appeal to middle class wives 
whose resentment of welfare increases in tough economic times lisa myers nbc news washington tonight 
and a paid appearance on all the television networks 
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television networks is making his big case for economic revival and bill clinton already is on the attack the 
president called for a cut in tax rates of one percentage point if congress comes up with 132 billion dollars in 
spending cuts he also proposed cuts in white house and congressional budgets and federal pay and the 
president wants a new trade agreement with eastern europe as nbc's john cochran tells us tonight the 
president is selling hard john tom the president did today what three democratic candidates including bill 
clinton did before the new hampshire primary he put his economic game plan in writing and tonight in his 
paid tv political appearance voters will be urged to get this little booklet by calling an 800 number bush chose 
a hard-hit area detroit to give his explanation for why times are so tough part of the problem he said is that 
we won the cold war in the short run deductions in defense spending have meant painful layoffs in many 


industries bush also blamed job layoffs on new technologies a worldwide economic slump and a budget 
deficit made worse by the savings and loan bailouts the world that we knew as children [Music] no matter 
what your age will never be the same but new jobs will appear bush said if congress goes along with his one 
percentage point tax cut paid for by spending cuts if we use just 130 billion in specific spending cuts that i 
have already proposed specific spending cuts of 130 that i have already proposed we could cut income tax 
rates by one percentage point across the board reduce the small business tax rate from fifteen percent to ten 
percent and reduce the tax on capital gains bill clinton was quick to accuse bush of wanting to cut benefits 
for the needy to pay for tax cuts for the wealthy under this plan someone with an income of over two 
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someone with an income of over two hundred thousand dollars would get a fourteen thousand dollar tax cut 
someone with an income of twenty thousand dollars would get about fifty dollars a year but thirty million 
medicare recipients would have to pay four hundred more dollars a year for health care three million college 
students would have to pay two thousand more dollars in student loan interest on their student loans and 1.2 
million disabled veterans would be removed from the disability roles bush was speaking to business 
executives but they were watching too in a working-class suburb of detroit that went for reagan and bush in 
the 80s just running for president he's just saying what he wants people to hear well i'm not sure about 
president bush he hasn't seemed to impress me at all bush's message was serious and focused but as has 
happened so many times he muddled his message with a campaign snafu yesterday bush seemed to renew 
his famous no new taxes pledge from the 88 campaign i went along with one democratic tax increase and i'm 
not going to do it again ever ever today spokesman marlon fitzwater said it wasn't a pledge no our position is 
that bill clinton already has pledged to raise taxes we don't think we need to make a pledge bush actually 
has gone along with at least 78 tax and fee hikes but it was the income tax increase two years ago that dan 
quayle referred to when he said we raise taxes on the american people and we put this country right into a 
recession but the bush campaign now thinks it has something to offer voters who are more interested in an 
economic game plan than in family values tom thank you john cochran at the white house tonight and since 
the economy will likely be the deciding issue in this election the bush and clinton approaches are getting 
close examination and both have more than a few loose ends nbc's lisa myers tonight on the clinton plan bill 
clinton's economic program includes something for just about everyone if you make less than 80 000 a year 
like stephen and rosa hopkins of glendale 
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stephen and rosa hopkins of glendale california clinton promises a modest tax cut the cut would save the 
hopkins who have two children and earn about 45 000 roughly 600 a year in taxes a similar couple without 
children would save half that much it would certainly help us yes most definitely would help us with with 
school expenses and things of that nature in spite of the huge budget deficit clinton also promises big 
increases in government spending for some two dozen new or expanded programs student loans for anyone 
who wants one money to put people to work building roads and bridges national health care we cannot grow 
this economy until we put people back to work and until we invest in those things that will give us a high 
wage high growth future clinton claims these programs would cost 50 billion dollars a year others say it could 
be three times that much some voters also are skeptical i want to believe everything that you're saying you 
know it sounds real good and is making everybody happy but where are you getting all this money from first 
from significant tax increases on couples who earn more than two hundred thousand dollars a year like ricky 
and larry miller of santa monica i don't feel good about having my taxes raised by anyone clinton also claims 
he can save billions through defense cuts unspecified government reforms and controlling health care costs 
the biggest problem is that his only specific domestic spending cut is a subsidy for beekeepers that plus 
raising costs for wealthy medicare recipients saves only a total of two billion dollars a year from a 1.1 trillion 
dollar domestic budget nevertheless clinton promises a smaller deficit that we reduce the deficit by more 
than 50 percent over the next four years so clinton claims he can increase spending at least 50 billion dollars 
a year and cut the deficit in half without any further tax increases many neutral economists say that's fantasy 
lisa myers nbc news 
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that's fantasy lisa myers nbc news washington someone who has looked at both plans as carol cox waite the 
president of the bipartisan committee for a responsible federal budget miss wait let's begin with the 
president's plan today it involves a lot of trade-offs nothing is done in washington in a vacuum is this 
politically realistic i don't think so i like some of the things in the president's plan i like the thought that 
spending ought to go down when defense spending goes down i like the shift toward investment away from 
consumption but the problem is that the president proposes a total over five years of maybe 400 billion 
dollars in spending cuts and 130 billion dollars in tax cuts that leaves if we're lucky and if congress did 
everything he proposes to do and they won't a maximum of about 300 billion dollars over five years to reduce 
the deficit that's a deficit that's over 300 billion dollars a year already it just doesn't add up if the deficit 
continues to be the cancer that we all expected it will be is it realistic to talk about any kind of tax cut at all in 
a political sense well in a political sense certainly it is people like to hear it and candidates like to say what 
people like to hear in an economic sense it seems to me as much as i would like a tax cut that it is more 
important first to put our country's fiscal house in order if you cut spending and you also cut taxes the deficit 
doesn't go down the bill clinton plan assumes pretty robust economic growth today the commerce 
department is out with a report saying that american businesses scaled back last year their plans for 
investing in equipment and plants doesn't that put a hole in the bill clinton plan oh sure it does you remember 
rosie economic scenario from the early reagan years the clinton plan has has given us supply-side spending 
instead of supply-side tax cuts but the result is the same unrealistic projections of growth are not a 
dependable source of deficit 
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not a dependable source of deficit reduction carol cox wake thank you very much for being with us tonight 
thank you when nightly news continues in a moment jim cummins on the big losses in the offshore oil fields 
more damage from hurricane andrew airplanes especially when they're made in states crucial to his election 
last week it was the f-16s made in texas sold to taiwan today it was f-15s made in missouri sold to saudi 
arabia this just after telling an important jewish group the president was still making up his mind on the saudi 
sale nbc's john cochran tonight on what the president hopes to achieve with all this john tom like last week 
the president's message to aircraft workers was their jobs are safe and like last week his other message was 
vote for me overnight the president added a stop at the mcdonnell douglas plant in st louis i have decided to 
notify congress to sell up to 72 of your f-15s to the country of saudi arabia bush's decision had been 
expected for weeks but it still brought cheers how many votes it will bring is less sure i think this is great 
news he's just trying to save a few votes at this point in my opinion it's too late bush's aides say his decision 
will save or create 40 000 jobs most of them in three states missouri where any edge could swing the 
election in a state that is as split between bush and bill clinton as it was between north and south in the civil 
war connecticut another hotly contested state with thousands of defense industry jobs in california where 
bush's only hope of winning may be to convince defense workers that clinton's military cuts would put them 
out of work only last year bush proposed a statesmanlike curb on arms sales to the mideast i am today 
proposing a middle east arms control initiative but last month bush privately told israel's skeptical prime 
minister yitzhak rabin the saudis should be helped because they continued to back a hard line against 
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continued to back a hard line against saddam hussein and yet as late as tuesday bush was telling a jewish 
group banay barith he had made no decision yet today israel's supporters were unhappy it badly 
compromises american moral authority as an arms control player but no criticism from bill clinton after all 
those jet sales do mean jobs and you can after all find in bill clinton's own little rock headquarters that now 
famous sign that explains the election this way it says quote the economy stupid end of quote tom thank you 
john cochran at the white house tonight is our acts of god it's no wonder that andrew has become a 
campaign issue for in this presidential campaign god now has been claimed by all parties nbc's andrea 
mitchell tonight on the religious revival and presidential politics andrea tom this year you'd almost think god 


was on the ticket today bill clinton challenged george bush's recent suggestion that republicans are holier 
than democrats clinton chose a catholic school notre dame to respond to the republicans declaration of 
religious war at their convention in houston like so many americans i have been appalled to hear the voices 
of intolerance raised in recent weeks america does not need a religious war it needs a reaffirmation of the 
values that for most of us are rooted in our religious faith in houston the religious wright and other 
conservatives painted clinton as godless there is a religious war going on in this country and in that struggle 
for the soul of america clinton and clinton are on the other side and george bush is on our side the president 
also joined the crusade i was struck by the fact that the other party took words to put together their platform 
but left out three simple letters g-o-d in fact clinton like bush attends church regularly and his party's platform 
does mention 
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and his party's platform does mention the importance of faith in religious institutions dozens of church 
leaders including the head of the president's own denomination wrote to bush calling his partisan use of 
religion blasphemy we dare not ever use god to favor one group over another down that road is the road of 
intolerance and injustice church leaders are especially concerned about pat robertson's political rhetoric to 
me and to most republicans traditional values start with faith in almighty god robertson's christian coalition 
has been raising so much money for republican causes that the irs is auditing possible violations of rules for 
tax-exempt organizations republican strategists worry that there will be a backlash against bush because of 
the religious right but robertson has created a powerful political machine which is why the president is 
addressing the christian coalition tonight tom and time now for this week in politics each saturday now that 
the final push for the white house has begun we'll look at what the candidates have been doing and saying 
and why for example this week a key issue was trust on labor day president bush marched across the 
mackinac bridge in michigan a key battle state in the campaign while bill clinton was in independence 
missouri harry trtuman's hometown both candidates are trying to seize the truman image as a man of trust 
george bush voted against truman back in 1948 but this week he was using him as a model and harry 
truman wanted to join the military and fight for his country and so do i and i did the message was that clinton 
has not fully explained his draft history and therefore can he be trusted the bush campaign hopes that a 
voters can be persuaded to doubt clinton on one issue the draft they may doubt him on others clinton 
responded by questioning bush's truthfulness he referred to new reports about bush's role in the iran-contra 
affair 
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role in the iran-contra affair which if true would call into question not only the president's veracity but his 
support for illegal conduct the candidates campaigned in the south middle west and the mid-atlantic states 
this week everywhere the major issue is the economy in new jersey george bush promised not to raise taxes 
i went along with one democratic tax increase and i'm not going to do it again ever ever but the next day the 
white house backed off the presidential pledge ever it seems doesn't mean never there was substance in the 
campaign this week the president bought television time to explain his economic policy much of it already 
familiar the proposal to cut the capital gains tax a tax cut for small businesses and the president suggested 
that the income tax rate could be reduced one percent if congress makes all the spending cuts bush wants in 
connecticut bill clinton pushed his ideas to help industry tax incentives for long-term investments a program 
to encourage exports the creation of 150 government-funded extension centers to provide expertise to 
manufacturers similar to the government's program for farmers clinton also talked about the poor he 
proposed indexing the minimum wage to inflation and at a day care center in atlanta he called for welfare 
revision but if you don't put the money in there for training for education for child care for transportation and 
you don't do it in every county in america you cannot crack the welfare problem both candidates have now 
published and presented their proposals for the economy but the programs do not include what may be most 
important economists note that neither candidate has offered specific realistic plans to reduce the federal 
deficit which is holding the economy back that of course would require raising taxes or reducing government 
services or a combination of both that of course 
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or a combination of both that of course is not exactly what candidates like to talk about and there are 52 days 
until the election the debate over presidential debates higher stakes tonight the bush campaign sent a letter 
to the clinton camp with an ultimatum except our terms by friday or no presidential debates period bush 
wants two debates with a panel of questioners but a bipartisan commission has recommended three debates 
and a single questioner clinton has accepted the commission plan and said he'll show up next week whether 
the president is there or not as for today both candidates were on the west coast where the debate was on 
the environment nbc's john cochran is covering the campaign from los angeles tonight john tom just four 
years ago george bush was out campaigning saying he wanted to be the environmental president but that 
was a different time and a very different economy now the environment is an issue bush uses to scare voters 
who are already worried about their jobs california is one state where voters are also worried about the 
environment and that has further hurt bush who's also being blamed for the sagging economy no less than 
native son richard nixon thinks bush should give up on california but bush is not ready to give in and today he 
somehow accused bill clinton of being both too weak on the environment and to zealous under governor 
clinton arkansas ranks 50th worst in the country for utility of state environmental initiatives but in his zeal to 
capture his party's nomination governor clinton has made every promise to every environmental group who 
sent him a survey a philosophy that will not only cut jobs but could impede technology environmental 
progress not promote it later in the pacific northwest bush told lumber mill workers that defense of the 
spotted owl can also go too far if it means setting aside excessive 
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if it means setting aside excessive amounts of timberland to protect them i will not sign an extension of the 
endangered species act unless it gives greater consideration to jobs it is time to make people more important 
than owls in oregon clinton found himself on the defensive because he has said he does not want to change 
the endangered species act thank you and it's a very complicated issue it's not jobs versus the owl it's jobs 
now versus jobs later it's how you're going to replant how are you going to retail a lot of these meals how are 
you going to add value to the laws here in america bush may have won some votes today in washington and 
oregon but even al bashing may not win those two states that he lost four years ago tom john what about this 
business over the debate does the president want a debate or not i think he does want to debate i think 
there's even a chance they'll both show up in lansing michigan on september the 22nd one of bush's people 
told me look it looked terrible for us if bill clinton is there and lansing saying where's george so there's 
something of a debate going on in the bush camp over that right now tom all right thank you very much john 
cochran tonight andrea mitchell joins us now with a subject ignored by both candidates today the federal 
budget deficit andrea some people are trying to get bush and clinton to face the music on this big debt they 
are tom both campaigns have made a lot of promises about cutting the deficit but according to a new 
bipartisan coalition the candidates numbers just don't add up with the deficit clock ticking former democratic 
candidate paul songas and retiring republican senator warren rudman launched a citizens campaign to 
reduce government debt and be perceived as a 900 pound gorilla that says to the politicians it's safe to do 
what you know has to be done uh let me be blunt the two political parties are unable 
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the two political parties are unable to truly speak the truth because the american people frankly don't want to 
hear it because they don't understand it their budget truths include cuts for upper income recipients of 
medicare social security farm supports military pensions cuts in defense spending consumption taxes 
including on energy both candidates this year claim to be true deficit cutters if you want someone who will 
address the deficit vote for me we'll reduce the deficit increase investment and increase growth investment 
means spending clinton claims he can increase spending 50 billion dollars a year and still cut the deficit in 
half something independent observers say is not possible clinton also promises to save money by reforming 
health care but his advisors acknowledge that will take five or six years how would bush deal with the deficit 
got a cap on the growth of mandatory spending without touching social security a freeze on domestic 


spending a balanced budget amendment he suggests cutting 300 billion dollars from benefit programs but 
doesn't say how and he's ruled out new taxes well sort of i went along with one democratic tax increase and 
i'm not going to do it again ever ever later the white house said he didn't mean it this weekend dan quayle 
said he did leading members of congress say both candidates are fudging neither clinton nor bush have met 
anything like the requirements to really get the budget under control over either five year period or ten year 
period none and republican senator pete domenici will unveil a bipartisan deficit cutting plan next week along 
with pressure from songus and rudman that could embarrass the candidates into facing budget reality tom 
thank you andrea good evening it was going to be the showdown of the week in the presidential campaign 
bush and clinton in salt lake city before the national guard convention on clinton's draft history republicans 
have been keeping this issue alive hoping to damage clinton's credibility 
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hoping to damage clinton's credibility nbc's andrea mitchell on today's convention lisa myers has examined 
the clinton record andrea let's begin with you tom in back-to-back appearances the candidates shadow 
boxed over the draft issue but didn't throw any direct punches after sending signals that he would attack 
clinton head on the president sideswiped him there's been a lot of controversy swirling around about service 
to country about using influence to avoid the military but i didn't come here to attack him indirectly he did try 
to undermine clinton's credibility as a potential commander in chief claiming that questions about the draft do 
matter they matter because despite all our problems at home we can never forget that we ask our presidents 
to lead the military underscoring his point he read a letter from the mother of a marine killed in the gulf war it 
is difficult to accept my son's death but he's alive in my heart anticipating a tougher attack clinton had hurried 
to utah to defend himself but after bush ducked clinton rewrote crossing out all references to the draft 
sticking instead to his economic message including most of the people enrolled in national guard units in 
every state in the united states are working longer work weeks for lower wages than they were making 10 
years ago clinton had hoped to put the draft issue to rest three weeks ago with what he called a final 
statement to the american legion but republican harassment followed him from state to state airplanes flying 
over his rallies campaign faxes keeping the issue in the news in february bush said pressing clinton on the 
draft would be unfair the trailing in september his surrogates attacked clinton day after day bill clinton had 
credibility problems do people care not those we questioned at the national guards convention i don't think 
that's an important issue here i think the issue has been explored in depth as far as i'm concerned it's not 
going to have any impact the bush campaign plans to 





any impact the bush campaign plans to keep hitting clinton on this issue not to raise questions about his 
military service but about his honesty tom thank you andrea and stand by there as we go now to lisa myers 
who will take us through the clinton draft record the facts the politics the inconsistencies lisa tom the issue is 
not that bill clinton didn't serve in vietnam the issue is whether he has played loose with the truth clinton 
maintains he has been both honest and consistent the truth is that i have told the same story all along maybe 
i haven't handled it as well as i should but i've told the same story in fact clinton has not told the same story 
all along first what is not in dispute in 1969 clinton at the height of the vietnam war agreed to join an rotc 
program that temporarily exempted him from the draft but two months later after getting through the period 
when he expected to be drafted clinton reneged on the agreement i went back into the draft then this lottery 
came along i got a high number and i wasn't called inconsistency number one why clinton gave up his rotc 
deferment this is what he said in february i gave it up after less than two months because i didn't think it was 
right however a letter that clinton wrote at the time says he put himself back into the draft for one reason to 
maintain my political viability within the system inconsistency number two the induction notice in an interview 
with the washington post last year clinton said i expected to be called while i was over there studying in 
england the first year but they never did that statement turned out to be untrue in april clinton was forced to 
admit that he had received an induction notice while in england three months before he joined the rotc 


program i can tell you this i have never intentionally misled anybody about this i would gladly have told you 
this if it even occurred to me that this was relevant to the story inconsistency number three whether clinton 
received special 
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whether clinton received special treatment he says he never did draft ford has always said they handle my 
case in the same way they handle everybody else's however this month the los angeles times reported that 
clinton benefited from a concerted lobbying campaign by his uncle to delay his induction and some have 
concluded he did receive special treatment because his physical was delayed more than twice as long as 
anyone else in his area given the inconsistencies in the number of times clinton has had to amend his story 
he may have a tough time getting this issue to go away thank you lisa well so far this drive question for 
clinton has been like a low-grade virus nagging but not fatal andrea the question tonight is do the clinton 
people feel that they have to do more on this issue well they're saying tonight that they think they won today 
because bush didn't attack them after all and they were able to get back to their economic message but they 
know that bush surrogates are going to keep the pressure up and it has to be a worry because it feeds into 
clinton's biggest weakness in the polls and that is people's concerns about his character lisa how do the 
republicans grow this as a credibility issue well the republicans claim it is already beginning to stick even 
though we have no independent polls to confirm that what is clear is that they will continue to hammer away 
at this day after day after day not by the president by but by his surrogates tom all right thank you very much 
lisa myers and andrea mitchell tonight a busy day in politics with primaries in seven states and the district of 
columbia with several well-known members of congress and governors on the ballot today this is nbc nightly 
news with tom brokaw reporting tonight from nbc news headquarters in new york good evening american 
voters remain skeptical about the economic future and with good reason tonight with less than two months 
left in this american presidential campaign there are economic storms ripping through europe and the us is 
bound to be affected to one degree or another at the same time the latest nbc news wall street journal poll 
shows a continuing clinton advantage but 
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advantage but continuing vulnerabilities this poll shows bill clinton leading with 51 percent among registered 
voters 10 points ahead of george bush and that's about the same margin as our poll showed two weeks ago 
and if ross perot re-enters the race clinton drops to 39 percent push to 33 perot picks up 18 percent as of this 
week this poll was taken over the past four days it shows support for bush and clinton is soft about half of 
each candidate's supporters have reservations about their choices here's part of the reason bill clinton 
suffers from voter doubts about his character and personal values his explanation for why he didn't serve in 
the military and his position on taxes voters also have doubts about bush as well his goals for a second term 
his vision or lack of it his explanation of his role on the iran contra affair and his explanation for raising taxes 
two years ago american investors were in an up and down mood down slightly at the close in very heavy 
trading today there's another poll out tonight this one from the los angeles times and it shows the president's 
campaign emphasis on family values is hurting and not helping his re-election chances it turns off younger 
better educated republicans and this as the president today offered an alternative to the congressional family 
leave bill which he wants to veto nbc's john cochran tonight on that issue john tom a lot of workers faced with 
family emergencies want a law guaranteeing they can take time off without losing their jobs but both the 
white house and the democrats are playing politics with the family leave bill the president says he will veto 
the bill because it requires companies to grant unpaid leave to care for new children or seriously ill relatives 
unfortunately they and uh my opponent believe in a government dictated mandate that increases costs and 
loses jobs 
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and loses jobs but our new poll shows 63 percent of voters favor the bill even if it raises costs for employers 
that puts bush on the wrong political side of this family values issue now he is suddenly offering a new 
compromise a way of rewarding businesses for giving time off instead of forcing them our alternative is to 
provide a family-oriented solution in the form of a tax credit for small and medium-sized businesses in order 
to give tax credits to firms like this baltimore construction outfit the president promises to find ways to pay for 
the 500 million dollars bush says his plan would cost taxpayers this company says thanks but no thanks to 
bush's offer the boss says if it ain't broke don't fix it the best solution he said is no law at all i think uh that the 
republican response is almost equally political as the democratic initiative in a in an election year dixie 
yandle's parents want the bill passed by congress after dixie was hit by cancer both of her parents lost their 
jobs when they asked for time off today the yandell family was on capitol hill with both democratic and 
republican backers of the bill bush opposes and president bush i plead with you to consider this place the 
democrats who after all control congress timed passage of this bill for maximum embarrassment to george 
bush and they have succeeded but they have also contributed to the public perception that politicians from 
both parties are a pretty cynical bunch where after all the economy is already the number one issue our 
latest nbc news wall street journal poll shows clinton's economic plan is preferred by a close to two to one 
margin nbc's john cochran on the campaign trail in atlanta tonight on how one of the president's plans has 
failed so far john tom the president had high hopes this year that the housing industry would pull the entire 
economy out of its slump but it hasn't happened 
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slump but it hasn't happened and today the president said it's not his fault bush used a photo op at a housing 
development to say things would be better if congress had passed his five thousand dollar tax break for first- 
time homeowners my plan would have meant more than a hundred and twenty thousand new housing starts 
and two hundred and twenty thousand new jobs in the economy including jobs for carpenters and plumbers 
and plasterers but democrats said the five thousand dollar tax breaks would be too costly and many 
economists said the brakes would not boost sales the market is already attractive for anyone who really 
wants to buy housing prices are down and interest rates are the lowest in 20 years but many baby boomers 
are afraid to buy now many of my friends are now on the edge of being unemployed and i think that we're 
just very concerned about what the economy will bring in the next year new homes would boost many 
industries because empty homes need furniture and appliances the president was right when he said in 
january real estate has led our economy out of almost all the tough times we've ever had and early this year 
it looked like housing starts might do it again but then building took a dip and remained sluggish today while 
the president looked over this georgia housing project 3 000 unemployed workers were vying for 20 new jobs 
at a nearby ford auto plant more bad news for bush in the latest nbc news wall street journal poll showing 
that 54 percent of voters think bill clinton would do better at creating new jobs only 19 percent put their faith 
in bush everyone is watching the election wondering if that is going to have any effect and our poll shows 
that while many voters trust george bush about many things including especially foreign policy they do not 
trust him to run the economy tom john how do they manage a breakthrough with that kind of an issue 
working against them in the bush reelection campaign i don't know he has defined himself so 
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i don't know he has defined himself so many times on economic issues i don't see how he can do it again six 
weeks now before the election what he can do is try to undermine trust in bill clinton's ability to do this by 
saying he would drive up inflationary drive up taxes that you just simply can't trust the man to run the 
economy and just just neutralize the economic issue and i don't think they can do that any further word on a 
debate prospect no both sides are hard balling this one time this the bush camp says if the clinton people 
don't go along with their offer by tomorrow then the whole idea is dead i just don't think that's going to 
happen i think jim baker has got something dramatic up his sleeve i think there will be debates and we have 
not heard the last last from mr baker thank you very much john cochran in atlanta tonight for more than in 
any other presidential campaign hollywood is both an issue and a player after a glittering night for bill clinton 
last night nbc's andrea mitchell will now take us through and into the political theater it was just your average 


backyard party hollywood style a rare singing appearance by barbra streisand and a chance to get on a front 
runner's bandwagon brought out the power brokers of the entertainment industry the people dan quayle 
loves to hate i have always aspired to be in the cultural elite that others condemn hanging out with the so- 
called cultural elite brought clinton and other democrats one million dollars from this one event money was 
also raised in san francisco and new york where other glitzy supporters gathered to watch a satellite hookup 
ten percent of all the money clinton has raised since the primaries has come from hollywood while 
entertainment industry contributions to the republicans have dropped sharply this year the industry is dying to 
get a democratic president administration in and will do anything it can to cause that to happen industry 
leaders say it is partly a response to being trashed when one listens to pat robertson to pat buchanan to 
george bush to dan quayle one has to be very concerned about the america that we're going to be living in 
for the next 
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we're going to be living in for the next four years and i think that's why people in this community are so 
concerned politicians in hollywood have always been fascinated with each other the industry has survived 
much harsher attacks on its predominantly liberal politics are you a member of the communist party have you 
ever been are you a member of the carpenter's party what is different this year is that hollywood liberals 
including long-time clinton friends are beating up on bush and quail in sitcoms and action well if you don't 
mind senator i'm going to watch murphy brown does the president know she's not real yes sir i believe he 
does they should tell quail industry critics felt the bashing got out of hand at the recent emmy telecast which 
could have been called a quail roast boy quail is just getting stomped tonight huh hollywood they don't have 
our values they don't have our beliefs the ills of the nation are hardly to be solved by hollywood or caused by 
hollywood rubbing shoulders with celebrities could undercut the middle american image clinton has tried to 
cultivate on his bus tours but there are other advantages to sharing a stage with barbra streisand big bucks 
for the campaign and for a frustrated amateur musician a chance to sing with the stars andrea mitchell nbc 
news washington [Music] [Applause] it's not the news for thursday i'm tom brokaw i'll see you tomorrow night 
the bush campaign is trying to blame the clinton campaign for the stalemate on debates the clinton campaign 
in turn is trying to bait the bush campaign into accepting and ross perot may get back in he says for the sake 
of his message let's start tonight with nbc's john cochran and those debates john the white house deadline 
for accepting was this evening but it's the president after all who is ducking the idea 
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after all who is ducking the idea of a single questioner why well tom the president wants to keep the focus on 
his economic plan for the future but in a debate he can't do that if a persistent questioner keeps asking why 
did you let the economy get in such bad shape on the campaign trail bush can control his message and he 
wants to keep it upbeat a new path to renewed america based on some tried and true values bush's aides 
say that if for example a debate were scheduled for two weeks from now then his campaign would be frozen 
for two weeks voters would wait until the debate to start paying attention again and the bush camp admits it 
can't afford to waste any time if there is a debate his aides say it will happen quickly after the agreement 
between the two camps but until there is agreement bill clinton will accuse bush of something very close to 
wimpiness all their macho talk but when it comes time to go man to man plan to plan where is he clinton can 
use the debate over the debates to get off some one-liners but he's not really angry because he is well 
ahead in the polls historically though the challenger needs to show he can stand up to the incumbent in the 
first debate richard nixon was not the president but he was the vice president and regarded as more 
experienced than the junior senator from massachusetts but john kennedy won the debate because he 
seemed confident while nixon seemed pasty-faced and nervous it was only the radio audience with no 
pictures to look at which thought nixon won in 1976 president ford shot himself in the foot when he said 
poland and romania were not under soviet domination each of those countries is independent autonomous 
today ford would be right but that didn't help him 16 years ago in 1980 president carter tried to portray ronald 
reagan as dangerous on foreign policy and domestic issues like medicare reagan one-upped carter with 
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medicare reagan one-upped carter with just four words there you go again but four years later reagan gave 
his supporters a scare by seeming disoriented in his first debate with walter mondale and four years ago 
voters were turned off when michael dukakis replied without emotion that he would not favor the death 
penalty even if someone raped and killed his wife i think there are better and more effective ways to deal with 
violent crime to a candidate a presidential debate is a nasty accident waiting to happen but both the bush 
and clinton camp still say we will eventually have debates this fall tom john what about the ross perot factor 
what if he does get back in well if he gets back in it's an uncertain factor for both clinton and bush i don't think 
either will like it but especially the president won't like it because there's bad blood between those two men 
not any bad blood existing between uh clinton and parole just between bush and clinton and the british 
people will suspect that ross parole will in some way try to embarrass the president tom thank you john 
cochran tonight now let's go to nbc's lisa myers who has the latest on this on again off again and maybe 
onigan candidacy of ross perot lisa tom ross pro continues to be a political tease one day he hints he'll get 
back in the next he won't today he said he may have no choice yes sir perrault's latest twist he says he may 
be forced to declare his candidacy so the television networks will sell him time to discuss the economy they 
won't sell it to me unless i declare as a candidate so i may be the first guy in history that had to declare as a 
candidate so he could buy tv time when asked about presidential debates parole made an offer since there's 
only one guy you know governor clinton wants me to show up next tuesday he and i can debate it was only 
nine weeks ago that perot said he wouldn't be a candidate for the good of the country both political parties 
are now squarely focused on the issues that concern the american people now he says the candidates aren't 
focused on the issues and threatens to enter the race unless someone comes up with a credible plan to 
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someone comes up with a credible plan to balance the budget guys got 45 days or whatever it is let's come 
up with hard plans for the people and i can go back to normal life what has changed nothing bush and clinton 
have almost the same budget plans they did when perot quit and perrault himself doesn't talk about the 
tough choices he's proposing a 50 cent a gallon gas tax taxing more social security benefits limiting 
mortgage interest deductions some voters have had it with perot i think he's a bag of wind i basically 
question the guy's character and mentality completely so it's just playing games with people but the hopes of 
perot's supporters are high they put him on the ballot today in arizona making it the 50th state if he re-enters 
the race perrault almost certainly cannot win but he could change the outcome in key states in electoral 
terms i think that he hurts bill clinton slightly more in the midwest than he will hurt george bush in the south 
those who know him say perrault is trying to resurrect his image and to ease the sting of being labeled a 
quitter tom in the presidential campaign today both candidates maneuvered their forces in the debate over 
bill clinton's draft record clinton won an important military endorsement while the bush campaign continued 
its attacks henry champ reports struggling with his draft issue bill clinton scored a coup today picking up a 
key military endorsement former chairman of the joint chiefs of staff admiral william crow called clinton's lack 
of military service irrelevant i know and have worked at the same time with many others who did not serve in 
uniform including a number of key national security figures in the bush administration but in a newsweek 
magazine interview desert storm hero general norman schwarzkopf asks how does a person who admits he 
deliberately did not agree with the war and did not want to go to that war how does he handle it when he has 
to send 
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does he handle it when he has to send other people to war meanwhile today the new york times reports that 
clinton admits seeking help from the then senator william fulbright with his draft status this 1969 memo 
indicates a top fulbright aide spoke to a university of arkansas rotc commander about clinton's chances for a 
deferment clinton says the story does not change what he has always said when i had to make 
arrangements about the service i talked to a lot of people including them i never asked them for any special 
treatment i tried to find out what my options were clinton has said he received no preferential treatment but 


the republicans keep forcing clinton to answer questions about the draft at the request of the white house 
republican war hero and senator bob dole called a press conference it's his achilles heel i think this can be 
the end of governor clinton's ambition bill clinton can run he can dodge but he can't hide the truth from the 
american people sooner or later bill clinton is going to have to come clean with the american people on how 
he avoided military service the republicans say the issue is not whether clinton ducked the draft but his 
truthfulness about what actually happened two decades ago and they intend to keep hammering away at that 
issue henry champ nbc news washington bush came to new york to address the united nations this was a 
high-minded call for nations to cooperate in peacekeeping operations but the tone changed when bush 
moved across town for a radio interview with a sympathetic host conservative rush limbaugh bush said 
clinton has not been truthful about his long-ago draft situation the american people are entitled to an 
explanation and i i have a very different concept of public service i have a different concept of military service 
i'm sure i would never call the military 
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i would never call the military immoral clinton never called the military immoral either but bush nevertheless 
insisted that clinton should elaborate on on the letter that he wrote where he condemned the whole military is 
immoral and bush's aides later admitted that was wrong but still refused to apologize because they said the 
whole tone of clinton's now famous letter to an rotc colonel in 1969 was anti-military such as his statement 
about many fine people loving their country but loathing the military clinton never said he loathed the military 
as for telling the truth clinton replied today admiral crowell has more credibility on truth telling george bush 
that admiral of course is the former chairman of the joint chiefs of staff who endorsed clinton on saturday 
only last week bush at a national guard convention refused to use the draft issue openly against clinton i 
didn't come here to attack him republican sources tell noc news that some of bush's aides including chief of 
staff jim baker were ready for bush to go on the attack last week but bush said no the president apparently 
changed his mind today because some polls last week showed clinton is vulnerable on the draft issue and 
with the economy a losing issue for bush the president wants to change the subject nbc's john cochran in 
new york tonight as bill clinton responded to the president's attacks on him today he was also successfully 
invading what has been called bush country clinton collected the endorsements of more than 400 chief 
executive officers leaders of some of america's top companies many of the businessmen were bush 
supporters the last time around and if there seems to be something missing in this presidential election it 
may be black voters always a conspicuous part of democratic campaigns what's different this time nbc's 
andrea mitchell in a close election these voters could make the difference between victory and defeat for bill 
clinton this is your election this is your 
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this is your election this is your country it is your future but many blacks feel that the democrats have been 
taking them for granted this year more typical than this chicago rally yesterday was an earlier stop the same 
day in predominantly white macomb county michigan home of the reagan democrats clinton believes are 
crucial to winning the kind of voters he courted on most of his bus trips swing voters in small towns who have 
been voting republican for a dozen years their most obvious characteristic they're white i think that bill 
Clinton's strategy really is calculating the numbers how many of the traditional constituency of the democratic 
party do you lose as opposed to how many of the suburban vote do you gain then there is the jesse jackson 
factor jackson was in oregon today trying to register blacks the clinton campaign has not given him a more 
prominent role at a recent rally clinton even forgot to make the registration pitch until jackson sent him back 
to the microphone at another appearance jackson sat stone-faced while clinton spoke then it took someone 
else to get their hands together in solidarity support from other black leaders helped clinton isolate jackson 
although not all prominent blacks agree with that strategy we never expected much from republicans but we 
did expect a heck of a lot more from our democratic leadership what we are doing is trying to unite the 
american people across racial and income lines with an economic strategy that's good for the poor that's 
good for the cities but that's also good for middle class people and for business people like republican 
presidential candidates before him george bush has ignored the black vote for instance on july 4th he 


campaigned in a north carolina clan stronghold spent years resisting a stronger civil rights bill than the 
compromise he eventually signed so black voters this year are expected to vote democratic as usual unless 
they feel so neglected they don't bother to vote andrea mitchell nbc news washington [Music] politics today 
vice president quayle in an appearance on nbc's meet the press denied new reports that strings were 
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denied new reports that strings were pulled to get him into the indiana national guard so he would not be 
drafted and possibly sent to vietnam bill clinton saying his draft history is a non-issue was campaigning today 
in the battleground state of michigan john dancy is with the clinton campaign these people are the key to 
victory in the midwest and what are they talking about economy and jobs jobs of course right now the 
economy today bill clinton took the campaign to them normally democratic macomb county michigan went for 
george bush four years ago by 63 000 votes to have any chance of winning michigan clinton has to win back 
these so-called reagan democrats we tried it their way for 12 years it does not work and it's time for a change 
mount clemens michigan a friendly town walk the farmers market here and you get a good idea what 
concerns people the draft issue not the draft i know i i don't think the draft has anything to do with their 
politics why are they pushing it all the time like that for cecil shainer voted for george bush four years ago my 
dad supported a family of six on 80 acres and i'm farming 150 and working out to make it work would he vote 
for bush again i don't know i guess bush had his chance um i think we could do better everywhere the 
economy dominates talk about the election unemployment in michigan is nine percent it was just under 
seven percent when bush took office at the broadway cafe that hurts steve mcdonald worked in the 
restaurant then bought it i know what sales were last summer and we're probably down 20 percent this 
summer as last year computer technician ed har voted for bush four years ago and now i'm not as much a 
clinton supporter as i am wanting to get bush out of office clinton today began running a new ad 
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clinton today began running a new ad turning bush's words against him the economy continues to grow july 
1992 unemployment is the highest in eight years to win michigan clinton must somehow persuade four 
percent of the reagan democrats there to switch their allegiance back to the democratic party john dansley 
nbc news chicago nbc news has learned that ross perot today met privately with bush campaign manager jim 
baker at baker's washington residence the meeting occurred after perot said on cbs today he made a 
mistake when he dropped out of the race in july baker who is white house chief of staff would say only the 
meeting was perot's idea that the two men met alone and agreed not to publicly discuss their conversation 
perrault now is on the ballot in all 50 states but he has not yet formally reentered the race and the bush 
campaign still won't set a date for a debate it rejected the terms for the first which was to be today and when 
the bipartisan commission suggested next tuesday the bush campaign today again rejected the idea of a 
single moderator instead the president today went on a six-state tour in clinton's backyard attacking at every 
stop the president's first stop missouri a toss-up state it's voted republican in five of the last six elections next 
oklahoma it's gone democratic just once in 40 years then texas george bush's adopted home state with more 
than 10 percent of the electoral majority a must win for the president after that louisiana another toss-up 
state in what was a solidly republican sound then it was on to mississippi for the president before the day's 
final stop tennessee and with that bush circled bill clinton's arkansas hammering away all the while at 
clinton's record as governor most inmates in arkansas serve less than one-fifth one-fifth of their sentence 
behind bars that's the worst record in the entire nation and the people of arkansas deserve to 
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and the people of arkansas deserve to walk their streets without fearing that some crazy convict is going to 
ruin their lives some guy let out of jail far too early bush today talking about prison furloughs reminiscent of 
his 1988 use of willie horton against michael dukakis clinton today was talking about debates in michigan 
where tonight's cancelled debate had been scheduled nbc's andrea mitchell is in detroit now with the latest 
on the debate debate andrea tom bill clinton tried to get as much mileage as possible out of the debate issue 


today coming to east lansing and taunting the president for not showing up in a key battleground state i 
showed up here to debate today clinton who wants an unstructured debate with no audience and a single 
moderator staged his own lopsided version today before a highly partisan crowd at michigan state why didn't 
he show up today i'll tell you why i guess i can't blame him if i had the worst record of any president in 50 
years i wouldn't want to defend that record either both camps have aired competing radio ads in michigan 
each claiming the other is chicken so why won't george bush debate he says he doesn''t like the rules now 
bill clinton wants to change the rules maybe he doesn't want to answer reporters questions when not in 
public clinton has spent most of the past two days preparing for the debates with a team of policy advisors 
not full-scale rehearsals but extended discussions he wanted to be ready for any surprise such as an 
unexpected landing today by air force one george bush if he were here today thank you very much i would 
say sure i would say why should we believe you can do any better the next four years than the last year 
george bush didn't show up but the republican national chairman did but there won't be a presidential debate 
here today because the clinton clinton campaign wants to dictate the rules of the encounter they refuse to 
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of the encounter they refuse to negotiate that's because the clinton camp knows how good white house chief 
of staff james baker is at getting rules that favor his candidate while both sides bicker democratic focus 
groups are telling clinton that the debate issue is helping him especially in michigan where there was a lot of 
local interest challenges are usually desperate to debate but clinton is ahead if bush continues to insist on 
his term the aides say that clinton may just give up on the idea of a debate and keep accusing bush of 
ducking it tom thank you andres a major presidential battleground and of course the home of ross perot who 
once again has political strategists wondering is he in or is he out perrault who bailed out of the presidential 
race in july apparently is considering a re-entry and if he gets back in what then nbc's bob kurt tonight on the 
campaign and here at the alamo in san antonio lisa myers bob we'll begin with you well tom ross perot tells 
nbc news he'll probably meet with his state coordinators early next week to decide his next move for now 
president bush and governor clinton still have the field to themselves george bush spent the day telling 
voters he thinks bill clinton is likely to raise taxes any way he can in arkansas he's taxing everything he can 
get his hands on groceries beer gas i knew you wouldn't like that one what bush did not tell students at penn 
state is that he too raised the beer tax and several others the president can no longer be sure he won't soon 
have to campaign on two fronts against clinton and perot and clinton traveling through georgia today can't be 
sure that some former perot supporters he's attracted won't return to perot if he wants to run he has the right 
to get back in when he got out at a point when he was running third in the polls he said he didn't want to 
upset the electoral apple cart and to paralyze the american political system though activity has picked up at 
perot 
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though activity has picked up at perot headquarters all over the country a key clinton aide cautions against 
confusing the excitement of volunteers with true voter support and a key democratic party leader believes 
perot has lost credibility perrault says he wants a forum for his plan to reduce the deficit and that he's sorry 
he didn't enter the race see in retrospect i think i made a mistake because they really didn't face the issues if 
perot enters the campaign how will voters react to his plan an increase in the top income tax rate a 50 cent 
hike in the gasoline tax over five years higher taxes on social security cuts in medicare and the cap on the 
mortgage interest deduction perot state coordinators are polling their volunteers and are to report results to 
dallas by noon tomorrow the volunteers here in california are very enthusiastic for mr pro to be a candidate 
and be in the race california is one crucial state where he can affect the outcome and texas is another tom 
thank you bob and lisa myers is here at the alamo in san antonio today lisa the president passed up the next 
scheduled debate but he's not passing up texas is he no tom he's not like the volunteers who fought here 
150 years ago george bush's troops vow to fight to the end they have to the president cannot win this 
election without winning texas and perrault would make that task even more difficult mineral wells texas the 
oil pack where clinging to tradition eases the ache of hard times and where times are so hard oil supply 


companies look like graveyards george bush former oil man carried this area easily four years ago even 
though the oil boom already had gone bust but today supporters like steve davis and now unemployed 
mechanic feel downright betrayed i was behind bush completely on his foreign affairs i think he handled that 
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foreign affairs i think he handled that perfect what he's done here in the united states i just don't think he's 
done worth the time mostly people here are disappointed they had high hopes for bush considered him one 
of their own r.e phillips an oil man once had 72 employees he has two left so he'll vote for clinton i can't tell 
you for sure that uh the man we're going to get in there's gonna do any better but i don't i really don't see 
how he can do any worse down the street at the hardware store owner janet holland argues that times can 
get worse she's sticking with bush that small business has a better chance of healthy survival than they 
would if clinton were in office gary and melody glover bush voters last time can't fathom voting for either 
candidate right now what i'm going to do pray that ross parole joins the race again for now the two-man race 
in this state is a dead heat it will be decided largely by working-class white boaters in eastern west texas the 
so-called bubba boat and in middle class suburbs where bush is beginning to make progress take barbara 
and david bonham who are angry with bush but increasingly question clinton i'm scared to give my tax 
money to to a democratic president to a democratic congress democratic governor ann richards would love 
to see perot get back in the race our polling shows us that he's at about 10 percent in texas we think perot 
hurts bush in texas more than any other place in the nation in a three-man race clinton might be able to win 
here without going much beyond the democratic base an important part of that hispanics i would say 70 
margins among hispanics for governor clinton the question is will the turnouts be sufficient on election day 
complicating matters for bush is a revolt by republican women who favor abortion rights and were enraged 
by the republican convention all i see is a complete and total 
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all i see is a complete and total endorsement of the moral majority right that were that has taken control of 
the party bush strategists promise a street fight in texas you don't use gloves you use your bare knuckles 
governor richard says with or without perot taking on bush here is like a turkey shoe hunkering down there in 
the bushes all covered up with camouflage just waiting for that guy to come in your sights and i think george 
bush has walked into the democratic sites despite the bravado george bush remains the man to beat here in 
texas tom thank you lisa and today i talked with two powerful texas politicians who are in the middle of this 
fight senator phil graham who is speaking for president bush and lands commissioner gary morrow who is 
the chairman of the clinton campaign in texas topic number one the economy with tom there's no doubt 
about the fact that when i go into texas when i talk to especially small business people they're unhappy about 
the economy they're unhappy about taxes they're unhappy about government spending they're unhappy 
about regulation and when bill clinton talks about change it sounds good but when he talks about what he 
wants to do raise taxes raise spending increase regulation it sounds bad mr mile all the analysts who have 
looked at the bill clinton plan agree it simply doesn't add up he can't do what he says that he will without 
raising taxes a lot well tom i don't claim to be an economic expert but i can tell you that we've watched our 
banking industry be dismantled we've watched our our housing industry stop we've watched the energy 
industry being dismantled we've lost hundreds of thousands of jobs jobs is issue in our state and people 
want to change and they think bill clinton's plan is the way to go mr morrow al gore is the strongest vice 
presidential candidate on the environment that this country has ever seen doesn't that make texas oil 
producers a little nervous when he starts talking about new taxes on fossil fuels and maybe even a higher tax 
on energy the fact is al gore has been a supporter 
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the fact is al gore has been a supporter of energy independence and increased domestic consumption and 
domestic industry in in our state and in the long run you're going to see people get real comfortable with al 
gore's position and be very comfortable that we have a environmental advocate and an energy advocate as 


our vice presidential candidate tom could i respond to that texans may get comfortable with many things but 
they are never going to be comfortable with al gore on the economy or energy and he'll help in some states 
but he's not going to help clinton in texas finally gentlemen give us your best estimate at this time first you 
senator graham how's george bush going to do in texas i believe the president's going to carry texas i hope 
bill clinton will make it a contest because i'm confident the president will win in texas if bill clinton is 
campaigning against us in texas he's not campaigning somewhere else so i welcome him to the struggle and 
mr morrow well tom we're heading to polls right now in texas we're ahead in the polls because george bush 
has taken this state for granted his administration has taken it for granted now his campaign's taking it for 
granted we're going to contest this race till the last hour on the last day we're going to win because we're 
going to talk about jobs and that's what texans are interested in gentlemen thank you very much sending off 
the latest round of iran contra stories his administration's dealings with iraq are also getting close scrutiny the 
clinton campaign is making certain of that nbc's andrea mitchell has more on that story tonight from 
washington andrea tom congressional democrats have uncovered new evidence that the president's top 
advisors knew sodom hussein was building his war machine with u.s help right up until he invaded kuwait 
saddam hussein had reason to party in 1989 he was getting weapons technology from the united states and 
u.s loan guarantees enabling him to buy more weapons abroad all from a future enemy george bush has 
repeatedly denied that his policies helped saddam we did not enhance his nuclear biological or chemical 
weapon capability 
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biological or chemical weapon capability a charge recklessly made in this political year but james baker knew 
march 1989 the secretary of state is told that iraq is harboring terrorist abu abbas and working hard at 
developing chemical and biological weapons july 1990 another memo to baker saddam was getting chemical 
and biological weapons and might be seeking nuclear weapons from u.s exporters baker wrote to commerce 
secretary mossbacher suggesting tighter export controls that same day iraq was mobilizing on the kuwait 
border our investigations has uncovered documents which reveal that not only did the president not tell the 
truth but the secretary of state james baker knew he wasn't telling the truth more evidence of u.s involvement 
testimony at a sentencing hearing for christopher dragoo atlanta branch manager of an italian bank that 
funneled five billion dollars of u.s grain credits to iraq the government says dragool operated alone but 
congressional investigators say the cia knew in 1989 that saddam was using the loan guarantees to help buy 
weapons today the democratic ticket pounced on the issue it is plain that we were coddling saddam hussein 
right up to the eve of the gulf war given him agricultural credits given technological help and that he was 
using all of it in effect to build his military power i think that president bush was deaf to the alarm that anyone 
else would have heard blind to the evidence that was clear to anyone who could see the democrats see this 
as a major opening to claim that bush and baker messed up on foreign policy which is supposed to be 
clinton's weakness and bush's strength tom thank you andrea on wall street today with personal income 
personal spending and orders for big ticket items down today stocks tumbled for the week the market was off 
almost 77 points fewer than 40 days ago now until the election and the personal attacks are beginning to 
heat up 
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beginning to heat up as ross perot flirts with the idea of getting back in george bush and bill clinton were 
running hard today at each other now this may be news to the governor from arkansas this may be news to 
him but it it won't be news to you we know what made america the envy of the world and we know how to 
keep it that way and we need to open markets not close them we need smaller government not bigger 
government we need more free enterprise not less of it aspects to hear him tell it one day i'm a hayseed the 
governor of a small southern state the next day i'm an oxford man who has an enormous advantage in a 
debate one day i'm a big spender who would endanger the stability of the republic the next day i should be 
attacked for not spending enough money on problems at home when we didn't have the money to hear him 
tell it one day i am an environmental extremist depending on what state he's in the next day i'm a big polluter 
bill clinton and george bush do have one thing in common neither one knows just what ross perot is up to 


tonight nbc's lisa myers is in dallas now and she has the latest on this unpredictable billionaire lisa tom ross 
perot has turned his possible reentry into a political circus the question is what is the ringmaster really up to 
hold on please in california and around the country today perot's volunteers again were ready to go he's not 
a quitter and neither are we if parole merely wants attention and to be seen as a player he's already 
succeeded on monday the political world again will be focused on dallas where perrault meets with his state 
coordinators the bush and clinton campaigns are sending high-powered delegations to address the 
volunteers symbolic recognition that perot is a political force they invited us to come talk we agreed to do it 
he did it he invited us so i 
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to do it he did it he invited us so i thought why not a key topic the deficit there's no question in my mind that 
we have the best deficit reduction plan and so we are sending a team down what happens after that well 
parole claims that will be decided by his volunteers but if it really were up to them parole would not have 
dropped out two months ago after concluding he could not win i believe it would be disruptive for us to 
continue our program so therefore i will not become a candidate what has changed since then nothing 
except that parole has even less chance of winning and now he is haunted by this a former leader of his new 
york volunteers says perrault's political mischief must stop it is more destructive than ever what he's doing is 
distracting people from the real issues if perrault runs he'll be prescribing tough economic medicine which 
isn't going to be popular and he would face more scrutiny of inspector perrault as he became known of the 
billionaire's seeming paranoia and pension for secrecy parole won't even say when he'll announce a decision 
but he'll be under enormous pressure to do something by tuesday everyone's patience is exhausted tom and 
now this week in politics our look at developments and issues in the presidential campaign imagine what 
would happen if candidates like witnesses in a courtroom were required to tell the truth the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth would candidates take that oath for both candidates it was a frenetic week on tuesday 
alone president bush was in six states and governor clinton's pace was just as quick doing what candidates 
do part of that is sometimes bending the truth or offering only part of it in the hope of winning votes example 
this week the bush campaign ran a commercial attacking governor clinton for raising 
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attacking governor clinton for raising taxes in arkansas bill clinton raised state taxes and not just on the rich 
increased the sales tax by 33 in fact the increase was only from three to four and a quarter percent and 
arkansas is still a low tax state third lowest in the nation from the clinton campaign this week came a 
misrepresentation on the bush economic record march 1992 jobless rate hit six-year high the economy is 
strengthening in fact bush's statement was true when he made it in october of last year the jobless figures 
came five months later but you wouldn't know it from watching the commercial and then there is the larger 
truth untold in this campaign what happens after election day when promises made become bills do this 
week bill clinton made his promise about health care i have pledged that within the first 100 days of a clinton 
administration i would submit a comprehensive health care plan for real change that deals with cost and 
coverage and access unsaid many specifics on how to pay for the massive health program i'm proposing a 
five-year 20 billion dollar small business initiative to lift tax and regulatory burdens off the back of small 
businesses the president said spending cuts would make up for the lost revenue unsaid who would lose 
through specific spending cuts political campaigns are about making people feel good or hopeful so truths 
are often left incomplete which brings us to ross perot he may get back into the race this coming week 
whatever voters think of that perot offers some harsh truths in his plan to reduce the deficit cuts in most 
federal programs cuts in social security benefits a 50 cent per gallon gasoline tax perot may stand little 
chance of winning but he is strong enough to affect the 





he is strong enough to affect the outcome in at least 14 states particularly in california texas and florida key 
states with big electoral votes and there are just 38 days until the election will there be a presidential debate 
before then the candidates face to face well the commission on presidential debates is trying to organize one 
or more one of its core chairman is frank fehrenkopf and he's in washington this evening sir if ross pearl gets 
into the campaign again will he be part of the debate he may be i can't say for sure garrick we have a system 
set up where an independent committee of experts will apply criteria to not only mr perrault but any other 
third or independent candidates to see whether or not they are legitimate credible candidates that criteria will 
be applied by that committee a recommendation made by them to the commission which we will then act on 
if the committee says yes he meets that criteria and the commission also agrees he would be invited to 
participate in the debate process but let's go back to the key question bush clinton do you think there will be 
a debate yes i do i'm an optimist all of us at the commission are optimists we think that the american people 
want debates the that they need debates to really get into the an analysis of where these candidates are on 
the major issues of concern we think they've been proven to be important in the past as to how people uh 
make a decision on election day we understand this but bush does not accept your proposal of having a 
single moderator clinton does do you think bush will have to come around and we'll come around on this well 
you know both both campaigns have their own strategy on debates we're just urging them to sit down work it 
out come to us and let us put on a debate for the american people we don't want to on the commission take 
sides between these two candidates and their strategy otherwise we lose our neutrality and uh and and our 
credibility thank you very much thank you gary we have been devoting considerable time to the state of the 
campaign this evening on election day what may be decisive is not this issue or that policy or whether the 
candidate comes to your town on a bus or a train but 


01:48:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=g5xk32P807w&t=6480s 





a train but something deeper more visceral do voters want change for the sake of change even if they're not 
sure what that would be here's tom pettitt in iowa des moines is an island of prosperity in the midwest 
recession 200 000 population predominantly white high school football may be more exciting this fall than the 
presidential election so what we did was talk with as many people as possible what do they want i want to 
see some action we're lacking integrity in our leadership i'd like to see more jobs open up for the younger 
generation i'd like to see some honesty that's what i'd like to see i'm not sure we're going to get it this was not 
a scientific public opinion poll it was listening to real people at random it's going to be worse probably for the 
next 10 years or so because things have really gotten screwed up while iowa is more than 90 percent white 
there is a middle class african-american community high school students also want change now you have to 
pay 50 000 or more to go to college and not knowing if you're going to have a job when you come out some 
students want change that will benefit them they do not expect it from politicians the two candidates right 
now i don't trust either one and then or ross perot drake university is a small private campus in des moines 
students supposedly isolated from the hard truths of the real world do face the prospect of change change 
need definitely needs to be made in health care one thing i think this country really needs from the 
presidential election is to get happy about itself again if things keep going like they're going right now i'm not 
gonna have a job when i get out angela ross wants life to be better but still takes a pragmatic view and so i'm 
concerned for my for my younger sisters and for my children someday that they won't have those 
opportunities most of the people we talk with in iowa expressed a yearning for change a great yearning but 
no great expectations tom pettitt 
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but no great expectations tom pettitt nbc news des moines ross perot today gave the political equivalent of a 
tupperware party but whether he was buying or selling we still don't know the texas renegade called together 
his volunteers to hear high-priced pitchmen from the bush and clinton camps make their best case why it's 
not necessary for perot to get back into the presidential race nbc's lisa myers is in texas tonight covering this 
unprecedented spectacle lisa tom perot called it democracy at its finest others saw it as the largest collective 
pander in american politics in many years parole was where he wanted to be on center stage that this is an 
interesting day in the history of american politics where one large group basically said to its competitors in 


the campaign come in and convince us that we should close our operation down and vote for you or 
whatever you think we ought to do emissaries from both campaigns knew they'd have a tough time 
convincing anyone after all these state coordinators are pero's staunchest supporters they hung on after he 
quit some are even on parole's payroll and almost all want perot back in the race we do want him back in 
there's no doubt that we want him back in judging from comments afterward the clinton delegation's top 
priority was to stroke perot and stick it to bush we could not help but note the wide areas of agreement 
between bill clinton and ross perot the bush group came because clinton's dead and because not coming 
would have given parole political ammunition a group of very important people i think these are a group of 
people who have had a major effect and are going to have a major effect in this campaign and in the country 
perrault says his coordinators now will take the information to volunteers in their states who then will decide 
whether perot should re-enter the race volunteers will make the decision about what they believe is the best 
interest the country parole has gone to considerable expense to keep this effort 
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considerable expense to keep this effort alive since he supposedly dropped out perrault has spent almost 
seven million dollars on headquarters workers and ballot drives when his volunteers didn't care enough to 
get him on the ballot in new york he placed want ads and hired workers to gather signatures his former 
campaign manager says this is all driven by perrault's ego he's sort of like a kamikaze pilot who uh who 
obviously is trying to uh to affect the process and he doesn't deserve to affect the process the truth is that 
both campaigns considered today a dog and pony show but they decided it was smarter to pander than to 
risk the wrath of ross perot tom please stand by there for a moment in addition to what's going on in dallas 
nbc news has learned tonight that the commission on presidential debates tomorrow morning will send 
letters to the clinton and bush campaigns saying the commission now is willing to discuss other formats 
president bush objects to a single moderator as the commission is recommended so the commission is 
offering to talk about alternatives for the remaining scheduled debates october 4th and 15th so now let's go 
to nbc's john cochran covering the president andrea mitchell who is our clinton correspondent john will the 
bush white house respond to this latest commission proposal they don't know about it yet but i think they will 
after all everywhere george bush goes now the clinton camp puts a ch a man in a chicken's costume with a 
sign chicken george saying that bush is afraid to debate the president cannot afford that kind of publicity and 
the president i think is ready to debate jim baker is chief of staff who simply wanted to debate at the right 
time and under the right format they could compromise for example bush said he'd like three questions he 
could for example accept two questions tom john they the commission wants an answer by tomorrow night 
that would be before any perot announcement would they like to have parole in the debate they don't want to 
debate parole because the morning after the first debate they went all the headlines to say bush cleans 
clinton's clock they don't want any publicity about pro but they want him in the race because right now 
george bush's campaign is stuck he's still 10 points behind perot would shake up the race he would get 
people to start paying attention to 
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get people to start paying attention to the campaign once again tom and andrea mitchell what about bill 
clinton and a new debate format and what about ross perot if he gets in does that help clinton say in texas 
well sure it would help clinton and texas but the clinton people feel that while they would prefer not to have 
parole in because anything that changes the dynamic of a race in which they are right now ahead in all polls 
is not necessarily good they do say that it doesn't really hurt them because it helps them in places like texas 
where they had no real chance of winning it helps them in the south other places where democrats don't 
usually win but it uh it will hurt them in places like california where they have such a big lead that they could 
afford to have perot in the race and andrea what the bush people are saying is they want clinton to have to 
campaign in california to waste time and money in california all right well well let me let me ask lisa myers 
about something we're told a lot of those volunteers today lisa were questioning these people about gridlock 
and congress and not necessarily about the deficit do you think the volunteers have one agenda and ross 
perot has another well i think the volunteers may have read mr perot's economic program i mean some of 


these people are not that keen on having a 50 percent 50 cent a gallon increase in gasoline tax or any 
number of the other tax increases or benefit cuts that mr perrault has on his agenda that may be why when 
mr pearl goes on television he talks about what a wonderful economic plan he has he never discusses the 
specifics because the specifics are not very popular even among his own people tom all right lisa myers john 
cochran andre mitchell thanks very much we still have a long way to go obviously president bush was also in 
dallas today not meeting with perrault but promising a tougher stand on violent crime he also repeated 
another promise today no new tax increases we've asked our chief financial correspondent mike jensen to 
size up the president's economic plan and his performance so far michael tom we studied president bush's 
new economic plan analyzed his record polled voters talked to leading economists and the results were not 
kind to george 





and the results were not kind to george bush i want a government that spends less regulates less and taxes 
less that's the heart of george bush's message we know that the clumsy hand of government is no match for 
the uplifting hand of the marketplace the problem is the marketplace has not been very uplifting for the last 
four years the government has had what president bush calls its clumsy hand in everyone's pocket it's 
spending more far more than it's taking in and it's taxing more with the exception of a very low rate of 
inflation the economy under george bush has done terribly economic growth far and away the slowest of any 
four-year presidential term since world war two under bush the economy has grown only two and a half 
percent compared with average growth of more than 13 percent for the previous 10 administrations under 
bush there has been almost no job growth the previous average up more than 7 percent a lot of people worry 
that if they vote for bush there will be more of the same ray jefferson a retired sales executive you can't 
change spots on an old dog that's typical in an nbc news wall street journal poll this month only 26 percent 
said they thought george bush would do the best job dealing with the economy 41 percent said bill clinton 
what do the experts think nbc news talked to eight nobel prize winning economist by a margin of 5 to 3 they 
favored bill clinton's economic plan over george bush's james buchanan was one of those for bush he too 
favors a smaller role for the government i think as of now bush is making a better argument of it but even he 
had doubts about president 
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but even he had doubts about president bush i think the philosophy he's now he's pronouncing now sounds 
pretty good but i don't think his record stands up to it a lot of the nobel prize winners said president bush 
didn't really have an economic philosophy tomorrow night we'll see what they think of bill clinton's plan tom 
tonight gave the presidential campaign a kickstart and appears to have caught the clinton campaign off 
guard after resisting several proposed debates the president unexpectedly challenged clinton to four debates 
in a row sunday nights beginning october 11th right up to the election and two vice presidential debates nbc's 
john cochran on what the bush campaign is trying to do john tom the president was losing that debate over 
debates he also seemed to be losing the election his own aides were saying something dramatic was 
needed and late today that's just what they got on the same day that bush for the second time turned down 
the bipartisan debate commission's proposal for a single moderator he offered his own challenge i hereby 
challenge my opponent to a debate on every sunday evening between october 11th and november 1st and 
this would mean that there would be four televised presidential debates more than ever held in any 
presidential election and if ross perot decides to enter the race i'd be pleased to see him included in these 
debates now furthermore to allow these arrangements to move forward quickly i would be willing to see two 
of the debates proceed under the format which has been used in all these previous presidential elections and 
two proceed under this single moderator format in addition i think that during the five-week period there 
should be at least two vice presidential debates with one based on each format and i feel quite confident that 
governor clinton will accept this proposal since his campaign chairman has 
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since his campaign chairman has indicated in the past that governor clinton would debate and now i quote 
with moderators without moderators in a studio out of a studio three questioners one questioners so i have 
no doubt that there will be organizations willing to sponsor these debates and if governor clinton is serious 
about debating he will accept this challenge and he will instruct his campaign officials to meet promptly with 
my campaign officials to work out the details directly between the parties let's get it on until today bush has 
been on the defensive saying there was no need for a single moderator that the old format was just fine bush 
may or may not have had a valid argument but he definitely had a poor strategy for selling it to the public late 
today clinton responded cautiously to bush's offer i accepted a debate this sunday let's do one this sunday 
let's do one on the 15th that gets you out of the world series conflict and let's talk to the debate commission 
about further debates if you saw the fingerprints of james a baker the third all over the bush proposal then 
you are right it is baker's trademark that whenever he is accused of being too cautious he rolls the dice and 
he certainly did today tom thank you john cochran and for the moment at least the president's unexpected 
debate challenge is the topic of this campaign we want to talk about the ramifications now with nbc's 
washington bureau chief tim russert moderator of meet the press andrea mitchell who's covering the clinton 
campaign out in ohio and of course john cochran who is our white house correspondent tim will begin with 
you was the clinton campaign caught off guard here short answer tom yes they were convinced the president 
just wasn't going to debate and now he has thrown what they call a hail mary pass a political point but 
nonetheless they know they can't be wearing those chicken outfits at busch rallies anymore for the bush 
people it's pretty interesting they now acknowledge that the country had pretty much stopped listening to 
george bush and the only way to get the president on equal footing was get him on the same stage with bill 
clinton on a regular 
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stage with bill clinton on a regular basis forget the traditional campaign and try something new and andrea 
mitchell out in ohio with bill clinton today what about ross perot in any kind of a debate with the president 
would the clinton people welcome that or not they wouldn't welcome it but after taking the high ground and 
claiming that they would debate anywhere any place they'd have a hard time saying no to ross perot bill 
clinton when we just talked to him about a half hour ago said that that was hypothetical that perot is not now 
technically a candidate but if he becomes a candidate then you can bet that clinton will have a hard time 
saying no to a three-way debate the one thing that they didn't want tom was a two-way debate with ross 
perot and without george bush that would have been a lost loss for clinton uh andrea we know that the 
clinton campaign wants a presidential commission on the debates involved in all of these discussions let's 
ask john cochran now why the president and the white house is resisting the participation of the commission 
john it's not the commission he just doesn't want the single moderator a moderator who could hone in on 
george bush beat him up over the economy what do you say yes he could beat up bill clinton over the draft 
well bill clinton's got his answers about the draft down pat it's the economy that's the big issue in the 
campaign and the president and jim baker think it's much easier if there are three questions there that they 
won't follow up each other's questions will be a lot easier for bush to get off the hook tim russert two vice 
presidential debates proposed by president bush tonight isn't that high risk with the debating skills of al gore 
versus dan quayle or not well tom but i think you put your finger on it i think the expectations are so high for 
al gore to win eve so easily it's almost impossible for him to win convincingly and therefore the president's 
people said let's roll the dice on that too and see if we can't put dan quayle on equal footing and be nothing 
but an underdog and perhaps surprise a few people all right let's put all three of you up and ask the question 
will there be four debates on those succeeding sundays that the president has proposed or not tim you begin 
i think there will be at least three debates all right john cochran i think there will be at least three debates but 
it's got to be a compromise bill clinton can't do exactly what george bush wants he has to look as strong as 
george bush and andrea mitchell i think there will 
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and andrea mitchell i think there will be probably two or three debates you know clinton in louisville today 
was showing up and claiming that he of course was willing to debate and that george was chicken and now 
he can't say that anymore so he's going to have to give in thank you all very much we'll be able to get you 
report cards but before the election obviously today before bush's debate proposal ross perot made inquiries 
to the various television networks about buying several half hours of time beginning this sunday but perot 
was told no not unless he becomes an announced candidate and of course he might before the end of the 
week in any debate this election year the economy the economy and the economy are the three most 
important issues tonight we've asked our chief financial correspondent mike jensen to size up the clinton 
economic plan as he did with the bush plan last night last night michael tom bill clinton thinks the government 
should play a bigger role in the economy the question is how to pay for it the public sector has a heavy 
responsibility in the area of infrastructure and education and training that's the heart of bill clinton's message 
the government should spend more money on roads and bridges and education and health clinton has a 
plan for almost everything most of them very expensive that worries people like brian raftery i think it's a bit 
unrealistic any country that's trillions of dollars in debt will not have too much room to maneuver the biggest 
concern is about higher taxes even though clinton says he'll raise them only on the rich in an nbc news wall 
street journal poll this month 34 said they thought if clinton were elected presidents their taxes would go up a 
lot 22 percent said the same thing about president bush only 13 percent thought the economy would improve 
a lot under clinton for bush seven percent most people don't know much about clinton's economic 
performance as governor of arkansas 
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performance as governor of arkansas but he gets generally good grades from outsiders even though it's a 
very poor state us news just ranked the arkansas economy third best in the nation in year to year 
improvement mainly because it worked hard to attract new companies and plants what do the experts think 
about clinton of eight nobel prize-winning economists interviewed by nbc news five preferred the clinton 
economic plan three were for bush but as with the general public support for the favorite often was lukewarm 
professor lawrence klein well i think that governor clinton's plan makes most sense it's not the plan that i 
would write myself some said clinton's numbers didn't add up too much money spent and not enough 
collected in taxes they did like his attitude toward business democrats often attack business but there's no 
bashing in the clinton plan [Applause] still bill clinton's plan is the favorite with voters according to the polls 
but there is a wild card h ross perot will discuss his plan tomorrow tom thanks mike news with tom brokaw 
reporting tonight from nbc news headquarters in new york good evening with bill clinton continuing to hold his 
lead in the polls president bush scrambling to catch up and ross perot's sniping from the sidelines everyone 
agrees the debates will likely determine the outcome and tonight bill clinton played his card in this high- 
stakes poker game nbc's andrea mitchell in washington with the latest andrea tom bill clinton has proposed 
that the two sides meet tonight head to head to work on arrangements for presidential debates between now 
and the election and that meeting will now take place clinton also proposed that both candidates appear 
sunday night on a special larry king show with viewers calling in but the president has turned down that joint 
appearance the latest proposal came from clinton 
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the latest proposal came from clinton late this afternoon who gave up on his previous demand that a 
bipartisan commission handled the debate negotiations i just learned that on sunday night mr bush is going 
to go on larry king live i'm ready to go let's get it on sunday night larry king let's begin the candidates have 
been jocking for advantage all day governor clinton has responded to my challenge the same way he's 
response to issues like free trade fuel efficiency standards and middle class taxes he waffles i can't find him 
he's lost he's missing in action meanwhile their handlers exchanged letters by fax each side proposing 
meetings unacceptable to the other until yesterday bush had been on the ropes pummeled by clinton for 
refusing to show up at proposed debate sites here in louisville it occurs to me that you can't be a louisville 
slugger if you don't stand up to the plate polls show bush was taking a shellacking on the debate issue so 
yesterday he offered a dramatic proposal four debates including two with a single moderator a format he had 


opposed the republicans had a hidden strategy bush was proposing to debate on four sundays in october 
three of those days conflict with baseball including the popular world series and sundays in october have 
football as well adding up to a much smaller audience for presidential debates especially on the west coast 
the white house has also been trying to lower expectations bush has been complaining that he isn't an oxford 
debater like clinton today dan quayle heir to a newspaper fortune complained that he didn't grow up with the 
advantages of al gore we'll see how the kid that went to public schools in the indiana and the midwest and 
compares to the kid that went to the expensive public are private schools and harvard university one thing 
the clinton camp is not likely to accept bush's proposal for a final debate the weekend before the election as 
the front runner clinton does not want to take that kind of risk tom thank you andrew each week until the 
election we'll be looking at the 
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election we'll be looking at the campaign map close up state by state because that's a after all where 
presidential elections are won and lost here's our best estimate tonight of where things now stand bill clinton 
has strong support in the states that we covered red that includes the very big prize of california one-fifth of 
the electoral votes needed george bush has the edge in these states blew texas his best state at the moment 
that would give clinton however a lead in electoral votes by our estimate 236 to bush's 174 that's short of 
what's needed for victory so here's where some of the key battles are now being fought in the south largely 
republican territory in recent years but southerners bill clinton and al gore are giving the president a run for 
his money louisiana georgia north carolina could go either way in the northeast clinton is dominating and he's 
making inroads in traditionally republican new england there are close races now in connecticut and maine 
the big battleground however out here in the industrial midwest ohio michigan missouri and kentucky that's 
58 electoral votes altogether bush and clinton will be targeting these areas in the days ahead this map of 
course will change in the five weeks ahead there is ross perot after all he does not lead in a single state but 
he could tip the balance in states like texas and other key contests perrault is expected to announce his 
candidacy sometime tomorrow whoever wins of course will have to deal first with the outrageously high cost 
of running america and today leading democrats and republicans backed by business and labor leaders 
offered a far-reaching plan democrat sam nunn chairman of the senate armed services committee and pete 
domenici the ranking republican on the senate budget committee made the case nbc's odetta rogers is on 
capitol hill tonight odetta tom the plan is bitter medicine and everyone gets a dose the rich the middle class 
and the poor the proposal would drastically cut the deficit but not without painful sacrifices higher taxes and 
radical changes in the 
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higher taxes and radical changes in the income tax system backers of the plan say the old system just 
doesn't work anymore you'll never get america's fiscal policy under control it will continue to go through the 
roof and will continue to rob the future for today under the plan the budget would be balanced over a 10-year 
period cutting the federal deficit by two trillion dollars how slashed spending by eight percent hitting programs 
that until now seemed untouchable medicare medicaid and farm assistance everything except social security 
defense spending would be reduced going from 20 cents of the budget dollar to 13 cents next in the plan 
taxes taxes would be increased by at least 3 percent except for the poor that step would include scrapping 
the entire current income tax system replacing it with one that encourages savings by allowing them to be 
deducted strange thing happens when you save money the pie grows and when you save money as a nation 
you have a bigger pie and you have more for consumption and savings the economic blueprint was put 
together by a 60-member commission including business leaders educators and politicians republicans and 
democrats alike that there is a way they have short-term pain for long-term gain that will not be terrible short- 
term pain but could the plan work this from an economist who gave advice to the commission is it realistic 
yes is it workable yes is it the quote right mix politically i'm not sure the commission says it deliberately 
released the plan in the midst of the presidential campaign to put the deficit at the top of the agenda tom the 


voices of the people now this election is about choices of course many of them tough choices dealing with a 
high price of the american way of life there are lots of sensible plans on paper reality however is another 
matter 
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reality however is another matter americans know something must be done but they want others to do it 
nbc's national correspondent bob kerr tonight in lima ohio with a case study the m1 tank is no stranger to 
politics it played an unforgettable role in the 1988 campaign it's also playing a role this year testing voters in 
lima ohio where the economy depends on production of the m1 but where voters know military spending 
must be cut to reduce the deficit i mean we need the jobs we have neighbors and friends who work here and 
on the other hand a lot of us many of us are so happy to have the defense being cut back so it's hard like 
voters around the country people in lima are torn they say they don't want leaders who spend too much 
money unless of course it's spent in lima they should that's what you vote them in for isn't it what do you vote 
them for what they can do for me after making eight thousand m1s it was not easy for tank workers in lima 
when defense secretary cheney decided that no more were needed which would mean the plant soon would 
be closed for more than three years and as recently as april the bush administration refused to spend more 
money on the m1 tank almost 2 000 jobs here were threatened yet only a few weeks ago when ohio polls 
showed the president in trouble he changed his mind i'm sure that a lot of people vote their own their own 
pocketbook uh and i'm sure this will get bushed some votes no doubt with new money now in the pipeline 
those employed at the tank plant are relieved for them politics worked do you expect politicians to really 
make the tough decision or do you expect them to do what you want them to do i think both and yet they say 
they'd have more respect though not necessarily 
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have more respect though not necessarily vote for politicians who stand their ground and sometimes they're 
going to be real tough decisions but you ought to be able to make a decision and and stand up and say yes i 
did that i made it for the following reasons and and live with it that sounds good but in the real world lima's 
mayor says it's not the case i think voters want what they want and it never matters whether the money is 
there or not with the federal government the money is always there we send our representatives for both the 
house and the senate to washington and we say to them do your job and bring back something for us we all 
do that and in fact they do exactly what we ask them to do would you be more likely to vote for the president 
because he changed his mind and will spend money on the m1 yes because it's bringing jobs to our area i 
would vote for him for that reason he's been buying votes everywhere he's gone he goes here and they need 
something and he says you've got that but you want him to spend the money on this tank plan well these 
voters know they are part of the problem bob kerr nbc news lima ohio that's another news for wednesday i'm 
tom brokaw i'll see you tomorrow night [Music] 
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